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STATE SENATOR

JOE SCARNATI
Senate Box 203025

Harrisburg, PA 17120-3025

Senator Scarnati Fights for Tougher Immigration Standards

•  Four out of every 100 people receiving benefits from the Department of Public Welfare are
not legally eligible to do so.  With nearly two million people receiving DPW benefits, it
is possible that there are 80,000 illegal aliens collecting tax-payer funded benefits
in Pennsylvania (and that’s just one department).

•  If a person is deemed to be making a “good faith effort” to present satisfac-
tory evidence of identity and citizenship, they can continue to receive
Medicaid benefits.

•  The Federation for American Immigration Reform (FAIR) estimates the
current local annual costs of illegal immigration from just three program
areas — educating the children in public primary and secondary schools,
providing medical services in emergency rooms, and incarceration —
amount to about $36 billion.  In Pennsylvania the current estimated cost
is $285 million.  That cost is expected to grow to $812 million by the

year 2020.

•  Any illegal alien who falsely
claims they are residing in the 
country legally in order to obtain
public benefits will have committed 
a 2nd degree misdemeanor, be subject 
to arrest and reported to federal 
authorities to face deportation.

•  No child should be denied necessities like food, shelter, or clothing 
due to the actions of their parents.  In addition, every child in our 
society should have the right to receive a quality education.  
Therefore, SB9 applies only to adults age 18 or older.
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Rise in Illegal Immigrants in the United States

Dear Friend: 

Many states are enacting tougher immigration laws, and it’s time for Pennsylvania to follow suit and stop
providing government benefits and services to the growing number of illegal aliens entering our country. Penn-
sylvania residents should not be asked to sacrifice their hard-earned dollars to support those who have entered
this country illegally.  

That’s why I recently introduced legislation in the Senate that would prohibit illegal aliens who are living in
Pennsylvania from receiving public benefits, including Medicaid, welfare and in-state college tuition and face
tighter scrutiny when applying for services. It is estimated that our state is home to roughly 150,000 illegal aliens.

Under current federal law illegal aliens are prohibited from receiving federal, state or local public benefits
with exception of emergency medical care, necessary immunizations and disaster relief.  However, Pennsylvania
law is simply too lenient in enforcing those provisions.

My bill would require anyone requesting public benefits in the Commonwealth to provide identification
proving they are legal residents.  Additionally, they would be required to sign an affidavit stating they are a U.S.
citizen or an alien lawfully present in the United States.  

America is a country with people of many diverse backgrounds, but we cannot ensure public safety and re-
main an economic competitor if we do not secure our borders. If illegal immigrants can obtain benefits, they
will be more likely to come to Pennsylvania.    Instead, aliens who are living outside the law should be forced to
return to their home and go through the legal immigration process.  

Sincerely, 

Senator Joe Scarnati

“If illegal 
immigrants can 

obtain benefits, they 
will be more likely to 

come to Pennsylvania.

Instead, aliens who are
living outside the law

should be forced to 
return to their home 

and go through the 
legal immigration

process.”

– Senator Joe Scarnati
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